11/06/01 - Simmer’s Indian Ocean Anchorage list :

Note that using these waypoints is at your own risk!  We do not guarantee that depths will be as advertised by the time you get there.  We also may have made mistakes in transcribing this from our charts and GPS.  Always be cautious when approaching an anchorage in coral reef waters.

Maldives - Addu Atoll  (All positions WGS84):

· There are 2 possible and legal anchorages within the atoll at Gan.  The first is in the small craft harbor along the causeway.  Entrance is easy with posts marking the outer edge of the channel.  The shallowest part of the channel is a rocky ledge between the entrance markers.  This ledge can be a shallow as  6 feet with a spring low tide.  Do not turn right too soon or you will clip a sand and rock bar, which extends well into the harbor.  The end of the bar was marked with a small float when we were there. Inside the depths are 10 – 15 feet with a good holding sand bottom.  The edges of the basin are very steep coral ledges.  Room for 5 or 6 boats.   The 2nd spot is a big, sloping sand patch in 25 to 40 feet.  This is located just east of the entrance to the channel.  It’s easy to see in good visibility.  Room for 1 boat here.  Other anchorages are available in the lagoon but you are not allowed tomove out of Gan Harbor, according to the officials.

Chagos - Peros Banhos Atoll (All positions WGS72):

· Moresby Islands – Several sand patches here but the best is at 05 14.641S/071 49.837E in 15 feet.  Protection from NW to ESE but gets rolly in E and ESE winds.   The sea fans below 30 feet on the outside drop off to he East of this anchorage are wonderful.  Super fishing too.

· Ile Diamant – NE end – Several sand patches along this island.  We anchored at 05 15.3S/071 46.3E over sand with some grass patches in 35 feet.  Protection is from NW to NE winds. There is room for several boats here and the coral inshore is very good with some interesting cuts and channels through to the beach.  There is another big sand patch visible from 05 15.258S/071 47.058E.  We did not anchor here and protection is only from the coral reef from NW to N.  

· Ile Manon – There are a lot of big sand patches in this area.  We anchored at 05 18.8S/071 44.4E in 35 feet.  Protection is SW to NW.  The island is fun to explore and the fishing is very good.

· Between Grande and Petite Soeur – Anchored at 05 21.127S/071 45.357E.  Room for 2 or 3 boats in 35 feet over pure sand.  Some very good coral and an interesting channel between the 2 islands to explore. Wind protection from W to NW.  There can be some swell here if a heavy SW  is working into the atoll.

· North end of Ile Anglaise – This is a narrow sand shelf, which probably needs 2 anchors Bahamian style to keep you off the coral reef.  Anchored at 05 26.2S/071 45.4E in 30 feet over sand.  Protection is SW to NW but it gets rolly as the wind tends S or NW.  A very interesting lagoon on the NW side of the island. 

· Ile Angalise – Another anchorage at 05 26.365S/071 45.510E in 40 feet of water over sand.  There are several other sand patches in the area and a really big area of sand in 15 feet of water to the south.  Protection is from S to NW but it gets rolly as the wind tends S.  Easy access to Ile Du Coin and the trash area and wells from here.

· Ile Fouquet – Large sand patch with room for 8 or more boats.  Protection from E to SW but the more E the wind the more you roll at high tide.  The sand patch varies from 8 to 30 feet and there is room to anchor in deeper water over sand and scattered coral all along the edge of the island. Great shelling on the sand bar to the west of the island at low tide.  We anchored at 05 27.47S/071 48.89E.  One of our favorite spots.

There are many additional anchorages along the NW islands of Peros Banhos. Particularly off of Grande Mapou where we could see many boats anchored from our position at Manon. There are also sure to be sand patches and good anchorage’s off Petite Ile Mapou and along the length of Ile Pierre as we could also see boats anchored in those areas.  There is an anchorage due N of Ile Parasol on sand in 30 – 50 feet of water. This anchorage is technically inside of the restricted area and is only given because it would provide some protection from a S or SE blow if you were caught at Moresby and could not get S to Fouquet. Note that this anchorage is OUTSIDE of the atoll and as such is exposed to any N or NE swell.

Chagos -Soloman Atoll  (All positions WGS72):

· Ile Fouquet – N end – There is a big sand patch in 15 to 30 feet of water with room for 8 or more boats.  Protection is from all directions except N.  We anchored at 05 20.06S/072 15.90E.  Access to a well and trash cans on shore at Takamaka.  Good snorkeling in the pass between the islands.

· Ile Fouquet – S End – Another big sand patch in 12 to 20 feet of water.  Same protection as above.  We anchored at  05 20.711S/072 15.365E.  Good fishing here.

· Ile Jacobin – A very narrow sand patch at 05 20.882S/072 14.554E in 15 feet.  Recommend Bahamian moor.  Protection is all directions except N.

· Ile Boddam – Anchored in 25 to 70 feet.  Most of the bottom in deeper water appears to be coral and coral rubble.  In the shallower water most boats tie to big bommies (coral heads).  Protection is 360 degrees and access ashore to drinking water cistern, wells for washing, trashcans, etc.  There is a lot of “structure” to the activities here.  A bit too organized for our tastes.

There is a very good anchorage in sand reported just south of Ile de la Passe Island. There is room for 2 or more boats in this area though some coral heads do exist here.

Mayotte (All positions WGS84  - Chart BA22741):

The main anchorage (Dzaoudzi) off the town is pretty good.  To get shallow water (i.e less than 50 feet) you must go well NE, about  ¾ to 1 mile from the dinghy dock.  Otherwise fit between the moorings as best you can and hope the wind stays S-SE like it usually does.

· Ile Bandele – 12 53.8S/45 13.7E in 40 feet water between heads.  Caution – many BIG heads in 55-60 feet of water on the N end of the beach.  Hard to see unless light is good. No problem for the boat because they are 20 –30 feet down but you could easily lose and anchor here.  Swimming is OK and there are baobob trees ashore.

· Sable Blanc – 12 59.1S/45 12.8E in 22 feet of water over sand with scattered low heads and rocks.  Strong current running N-S across the anchorage.  Do not recommend for the night but at low tide it’s a nice spot to walk the big sand flats that expose. See anchorage below for a night anchorage.

· Pt. Saziley – 12 58.375S/45 11.710E in 40 feet of water over sand.  Some heads in closer and a mooring which goes under at half tide and up in the middle of the anchorage.  Very steep shelf from 80 –100 feet up to the anchorage spot.  Good SE to SW protection but can get rolly if the S – SE swell is big outside the reef.  Wonderful walks to the turtle beaches ashore with many baobobs.

· Baie de Boueni – 12 59.06S/45 06.3E in 20 feet with sand and mud.  Some heads in closer.  Moorings to the NW of this position.  One big bommie (coral head) located N of the moorings to watch for going in and out but is well charted and can be seen at low water.  Great 360 degree protection.  Not much ashore.

· Ile Choizil – 12 40.44S/45 03.2E in 30 feet over sand between some heads.  A picturesque anchorage.  Walk to the top of the big rock ashore and look down on the anchorage. A little rolly because the anchorage is between the two islands.

· Baie de Longoni – 12 43.1S/45 08.1E in 25 feet over soft mud.  Nice walk to a village ashore.  Watch the big reef to the W as you approach this anchorage.  You can also anchor across the bay,  just S of the commercial harbor.

