G'Day Mates!

Thought we'd give you SIMMER's (not so...) condensed version of our anchorages from Bundy to Darwin.   Hope it’s helpful.

Keep in mind, most of the Queensland coast anchorages were in SE, 20-30 knot conditions!

* Pancake Creek - anch'd in 1st spot shown in Lucas guide, just before mark.  Good spot, in strong SE winds, a little roll with tide change, tide holds the stern into wind in one direction too.

* Sea Hill Pt - no good, wind against tide made it very uncomfortable.  Others told us that Cape Cap. Under the sand blow was good even in 25kts. Another option is Hummocky Island - not shown in Lucas but others anch'd there and said its OK but rolly in strong SE winds.

* Great Keppel - pretty spot, good holding, a little roll with strong SE winds

* Pearl Bay (just north of Port Clinton) - very pretty spot, good holding, rolly in strong SE winds though.  Nice beach to walk good shells in corner.  Less water than shown in Lucas guide at the anchorage spot but ok in entrance.  Narrow entrance a little nerve-racking with 30 knots of wind.

* Scawfell, Refuge Bay - good spot, big wind bullets off hill in high winds, but not while we were there. Slight roll from wrapping swell.  Reef comes out long way from beach.  Coral looked neat from dinghy, would've been neat to snorkel if weather was better (clouds and wind).  

* Thomas Island - neat anch'ge, very pretty with enough current to hold you stern to the wind.  Not much swell, good wind protection in strong SE.

* Shaw Island - just inside Burning Pt - great in SE winds, good holding.  Lots of sand flats to explore at low tide.  Reef that Lucas shows does not exist.

* Cid Harbor - good holding & wind protection.  There's a 1K trail onshore.  Not much else to see.  Sailed through Dent Passage coming north - which was neat with an added 2-knot push from current.  Lots of activity on Hamilton island - airplanes, seaplanes, ferries, and boats - get the first taste of the Whitsunday-mania.

* Arlie Beach - good anch'ge just off the Whitsunday Sailing Club, with moorings all around.  Leave dinghy (anchored) inside WSC breakwater to beach.  Know your tides!  Email available all around town ($4 or $5/hr).  Laundromat close to WSC.  Sat morning market great for fresh fruit & veggies, otherwise 2K walk to BiLo supermarket in Cannonvale.  Market in downtown Arlie is small & expensive.

* Hook Island, Nara Inlet - pretty fiord in island.  Anch'd in Refuge Bay - slowly dragged anchor in soft mud.  Reset it, then had to run it over to get out the next day!  Weird!  Head of inlet alot more crowded with boats.

* Hook Island, Stovehaven Anchorage - picked up mooring in southern lobe shown in Lucas guide.  Two hour limit on mooring.  First day we had ANY sun in forever, so we snorkeled for about an hour, had lunch and left. Coral looked pretty, but visibility not so great. Saw huge manta ray.

* Woodwark Bay -  pretty spot, good protection from strong SE winds, sand and rock bottom, good holding.

* Cape Edgecumbe - pretty spot, slight roll with light SE winds.  Lots of trawlers anch'd which left at dusk.

* Townsville - Not pretty, but the town looks nice.  We anchored just inside the first breakwater in about 3 meters of water at LW (Lucas does not show an anchorage here).  We did go into the marina for one night at Townsville.  It's expensive ($25/night) but its right in town and we wanted to do another big provisioning trip and some boat projects so we paid up.  The fuel dock fills propane and is very convenient. A great liveaboard community in the marina too.  

We really would've enjoyed the Whitsundays alot more if we had nicer (calmer) weather.  We had cloudy, rainy, blowing-old-boots kind of weather when we came through.  Actually the entire coast of QLD was that way with 1 or 2 days of partly sunny, reasonable-wind days.  

* Magnetic Island, Horseshoe Bay - great anchorage.  Very little swell and lots of room.  Good holding sand and mud bottom in about 20 ft LW. Even with all the tourists, Colleen was able to find a few small shells at low tide.  Geoff's Bar up the road has a good happy hour and they feed the Rainbow Lorikeets at 4pm every day (heaps of them show up!).  What a show - they land on your head and arms and make a racket!  The walk to the old WWII fort is worthwhile too.  Great views all around.  

* Great Palm Island, NE Bay - very pretty and a great beach with lots of shells (though after we walked it we realized its a natl park!).  Anchor in 20 ft on sand, very good holding.  We were fortunate that the wind stayed S-SE at 25 knots and never really went SE so the roll was moderate.  If the wind is SE or E and blowing above 20 kts, I wouldn't recommend it.  

* Orpheous Island - we anchored in Pioneer Bay.  Tried Little Pioneer Bay which Lucas calls the best in the Palms - @#$%!  Lousy little spot with bommies all around.  Pioneer Bay was deep (40 ft) and lots of noise from the anchor chain rubbing on coral.  The motion was horrible. We left at first light. 

* Hinchinbrook Channel - entrance was deeper than we thought (17 ft at HW minimum) and relatively easy to enter even in 25 kts. Current strong though (2.5 kts against us at one point) so try to get in before the switch at least.  We anchored in Paluma Creek (the next one looked great too but there was a boat already there).  VERY flat with great holding mud in 20 ft.  We even caught two big Muddies (mud crabs) in our trap!  Very scenic.

* Dunk Island - a great sail or drift if the current is with you from Hinchinbrook to Dunk.  Another park area (so no take area) but lots of beaches and trails to walk.  Anchor in good holding sand in 15-18 ft.  Just stay away from the airstrip approach ... we anchored and had to move. 

* Cairns - Left Dunk Island at 0500 before first light to arrive at Fitzroy in late arvo (about 68 miles).  We had a fast sail with lots of current with us.  Discovered Fitzroy is a lousy anchorage in high SE winds.  Sailed on 8 mi and anchored behind Cape Grafton.  VERY windy from a break in the hills but it’s good holding mud in 10 ft.  Lots of trawlers so use an anchor light.  The anchorage in Cairns is tricky (wind/tide/moorings).  We picked up a mooring for $15/wk from a local on a catamaran named SoKari.  They have 4 or 5 to rent.  The anchorage is tight and when the wind is against the current boats sail all over the place.  Many collision and near-collisions while we were here.  They are removing the old piles so the anchor area will double and then it shouldn't be as bad.  The marina lets you use their "A" dock for dink.  Water and fuel also available.  Lots of shopping and cheap email ($3/hour) - Cairns is big backpacking area..

We did a PADI Open Water Diver Certification course here which took 4 days: 2 days in a classroom/pool and 2 days (two dives each day) out on the Great Barrier Reef (GBR). Cost was A$280 each at Deep Sea Diver's Den - we highly recommend them.  It was great. We really enjoyed staying underwater and seeing the fish "eye to eye". The weather was rotten (25 kts and drizzle) and several people got sick on the boatride (tourists).

* Low Islets - 40 nm from Cairns. Anchorage has many moorings and tour boats out of Port Douglas.  Get into the "lagoon" as far as possible or it can be rolly and relatively deep (we anchored in 27 ft).  Good holding mud.  Pretty spot w/ lighthouse.

* Hope Islands - A little tricky getting in from the south the way Lucas shows. Need good sun behind, then the Bommies are easy to see.  If viz is poor go around the heads and enter as Lucas shows from the north- no Bommies that way.  Anchor in about 30 ft off the beach.  The northwest tip of the island has many bommies sticking out, which Lucas does not show.  We used a trip line on the anchor because Lucas said the ground was foul but we had mud with no coral where we anchored.  LOTS of reef to walk at low tide, much bird life too. 

* Cape Flattery - 49 miles from Hope Is.  Anchored in the first bay as shown in Lucas.  Nice anchorage with lots of trawlers (16!), Soft mud, very calm and protected from SE winds.

* Lizard Island - Short sail (18 nm) from Cape Flattery, Watson's Bay anchorage.  Caught a Spanish Mackerel on the way. Great anchorage in 12 ft right off the beach.  We could even see the bottom! Lots of trails to walk, nice beach.  Some coral to snorkel in the anchorage.

* Cape Mellville - Long day (70 nm) from Lizard to Cape Melville (Colleen calls it Cape Hellville). Lots of wind bullets off the cape.  Ocean Swan reported a 50 kt gust there, we didn't see that much but had our sails down early just in case.  Nice anchorage.

* Flinders Group - Short sail to Flinders Is, anchored in Owen Channel. Bottom is not quite as Lucas shows, much deeper right up to the sand spit.  If you get close enough you can anchor in about 15 ft.  The Aboriginal cave paintings on Stanley Is were fascinating.  A LONG dink ride but worth the effort. The trail starts where Lucas shows "Rocks (6)" on his chartlet. Anchor dink on the sand inside the rock (watch for crocs) and walk north to the beach and then along the beach.  Look to the left for white posts marking trail.

* Morris Island - 60 nm from Flinders, reef anchorage. One of our favorite spots on the QLD coast.  A great anchorage in 20 ft, sand bottom.  Lots of sand flats & beach to walk.  Speared a lobster (cray) off the beach.  Collected bag full of scallops along the water's edge which we had for lunch.  Lots of fish swimming along the beach, a hand line or pole and a little bait will get you lunch or dinner. Some good beach combing and shelling too (nautilus)!

* Restoration Island -  Anchored off the sand spit, half way down the island in 25 ft, mud.  The anchorage is not shown in Lucas & most boats go to Portland Roads.  Both anchorages are rolly but you'll be by yourself at Restoration Island (there are some houses on the Island though).  Caught a Mackerel at anchor.

* Cape Grenville - Great sand bottom anchorage with lots of trawlers but plenty of room.  Heaps of beach to walk but not many shells.  We took the inside shortcut across the sand bar on the way in and got down to 8 ft an hour or so after LW.  Follow Lucas directions.  

* Escape River -  Crossed the bar into the river at LW and saw a min. of 10 ft.  The bar extends a LONG way out and it’s a little scary with big seas behind you.  The river is easy to navigate at LW but a little harder at HW because the sandbars on the sides extend a long way out and do not show well then.  Much deeper in the river than Lucas shows. We went way up the left-hand branch of the river past all the pearl rafts.  If you go this way watch the major rocky bar at Lat 10 58.70S and Lon 142 40.00E.  It's smack in the middle of the river and drys at LW.  We had good depths (25 ft) to the south and east of the rock.  Hug the shore until past the rock, then back to the center of the river. On our way out, a boat hit the rock and they spent the day high and dry on their side! We came back to help them.  Fortunately they floated off at HW just at dark with no damage.  Fishing and crabbing up the mangrove creeks is great (Pat caught a Barramundi!).  Mud crabs are abundant - 3 in one day.  Take the trap way up the little side creeks at HW and tie the float line up high in the mangrove branches above the water so the Crocs don't get it.   

* Possesion Island -  Sailed through Albany Passage just before HW.  Heaps of current with us and we hit 9.5 kts with little sail up.  After rounding Cape York outside of York Island we hit 10.5 kts with 35 kt gusts from the cape!  SIMMER was very, very fast! Possession Island anchorages is nice in 25 ft of water, get as close to the reef edge as you dare.  Some wind bullets there too.  The funny looking formations on shore are huge ant hills, not much else of interest ashore.

* Gove Harbor - Left Possession Island and sailed straight to Gove.  A great passage in just under three days.  Nobody out there with us, didn't even see lights at night.  (July/August closed season for trawlers in Gulf).  Gove Yacht Club is a great place!  Check in with the club on arrival (free 30 day membership).  Showers, Laundry, water hose that reaches the dink on the beach, mail drop, BBQs, etc.  Very helpful people.  Email for $10/hr available in the club. Protected harbor with great holding mud.  Town and shopping are 10Km away but everybody hitchhikes into town.

* Elizabeth Bay - 18 miles north of Gove.  Try to hit the cut when the tide is slack and not wind against tide.  Pretty rolly.  The anchorage is good in the SE part of the bay, 25 - 30 foot on mud just outside the reef (can not go all the way into the SE corner because of reef).  some pearling activity further to the west in the bay.  If you ask the pearlers you may be allowed to go ashore.  Caught a Spanish Mackerel on the way in.

* Hole-in-the-Wall - A brilliant passage.  We did it with 2.5 knots behind us and loved it.  As soon as you are through round the point to the left just outside the visible rock (25 foot at LW) and head into the anchorage.  Two beaches, you can anchor off either based on wind direction in 15 - 20 foot sand.  Pretty good shelling on the beach.  Wallabies walk around at LW. Turtle tracks on the beach.

* Refuge Bay (Elcho Island) - 47 miles from Hole-In-The-Wall.  Saves about 20 miles on the overnight to Goulburn Islands.  Need to anchor well out because of the sand flats.

* Mullet Bay (N. Goulburn Island) - Overnight (152 miles) from Refuge bay. We went between the Goulburn islands and had good deep water all the way.  Round the Southwest tip of N. Goulburn Island well off.  We did not see the rocks but there was discolored water.  Lots of beach but unless you have a permit can not go ashore.  Several houses ashore.

* Valentia Island - Pretty spot.  Deserted Island. 25 foot on mud. Did not go ashore.  If the wind blows hard S or SE looks like it could get a little rolly.

* Port Essington (Black Point) - Went thru Bowen Strait to Port Essington.  Have the current slack or with you.  Pretty deep, but the sand bars along the edges come up from 30 foot to 12 foot fast (all sand though).  Black Point ranger station is interesting.  They have a cultural display about the Victoria Settlement and a small store for bread, ice cream, etc.  Good walking beach with good shelling.  Anchor in 20 feet outside the isolated heads (hard to see unless the sun is high in the sky!).  Some coral where we anchored and a little swell works into the anchorage.  Enough current in the anchorage to swing the boat side to the wind.

* Alcaro Bay (Cape Don) - Good spot to wait for right current to round Cape Don (4.5 hr before HW Darwin).  Great shelling on the high tide line.  I went fishing up in the mangrove creek but only caught alot of bug bites.  A road and small airfield there too.  Anchor off the creek entrance in 20 foot mud.  Watch for the reef to the west extending from the red cliff.

* Darwin Sailing Club (Fannie Bay) - We rounded Cape Don 4.5 hours before HW Darwin and had good current with us until just before Cape Hotham.  After about two hours of adverse current it was with us again all the way to Darwin Harbor.  Made the trip (106 miles) in 18 hours without much wind.  Hit 9.7 knots through Clarence Strait!  Fannie Bay is a far better anchorage than the books lead you to believe if you are here at neap tides rather than springs.  It can get a little rolly when the afternoon sea breeze kicks in.  The Darwin Sailing Club is great (check in for a free 30 day membership and info pack).  Excellent yacht shop on premises.  Shuttles ($2) into town.  Dink landing on the beach is fine even at LW.

Hope this helps you pick the best spots on the way!

Pat and Colleen

Simmer

Darwin, NT, Australia
